
 

             

 
Welcome to the second issue of the Housing Rights 
Watch newsletter! 
 
While the French authorities continue to dismantle 
informal settlements inhabited by Roma and Travel-
lers and to expel EU citizens of Roma origin and re-
turn them to their country of origin, a judge from Nan-
tes highlighted the failure of the State to adequately 
address the needs of Roma communities (see below 
Case Law section). FEANTSA’s recent press release 
on this issue recalls decisions of the European Social 
Rights Committee which state that France has failed 
to efficiently implement the right to housing for all 
and found evidence of discrimination against Travel-
lers. 
 
Important new developments took place in the Hou-
sing Rights Watch network since the last issue. The 
main highlight of our work for 2010, the housing righ-
ts conference that took place on 6 May in Barcelona 
was successful. It attracted a high number of partici-
pants from all over Europe and got positive feedback 
from both participants and speakers. You can read 
more in detail about it on the conference page. Follo-
wing the conference, a Housing Rights Watch meeting 
took place and as a result of the meeting the Network 
has been extended and counts now 15 correspondents 
from 13 countries across Europe. Two main future 
areas of work emerged from discussions at the mee-
ting: monitoring housing rights and strategic litigation 
for housing rights. 
 
We thank all contributors to this edition and hope you 
will enjoy reading! 
 
Please do circulate the newsletter to any colleagues 
that you think would be interested in reading it. If you 
would like to receive future issues or would like to 
contribute articles to the newsletter, please do not he-
sitate to get in touch. Your feedback and comments 
are very welcome.  
dalma.fabian@feantsa.org 
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The FEANTSA is supported by  

the European Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidar-
ity (2007-2013). 

 
This programme was established to financially support the implementation 
of the objectives of the European Union in the employment and social 
affairs area, as set out in the Social Agenda, and thereby contribute to the 
achievement of the Lisbon Strategy goals in these fields. 
The seven-year Programme targets all stakeholders who can help shape the 
development of appropriate and effective employment and social legislation 
and policies, across the EU-27, EFTA and EU candidate and pre-candidate 
countries. 
To that effect, PROGRESS purports at: 

·             providing analysis and policy advice on employment, social 
solidarity and gender equality policy areas; 

·             monitoring and reporting on the implementation of EU legisla-
tion and policies in employment, social solidarity and gender 
equality policy areas; 

·             promoting policy transfer, learning and support among Member 
States on EU objectives and priorities; and 

·             relaying the views of the stakeholders and society at large. 
For more information see: http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/progress/
index_en.html 
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the present time more than 90% of the Slovak population 
lives in owned homes, the exceptional group that remained 
aside are the sitting tenants which have been deprived the 
opportunity of purchasing their flats.  
  
Simultaneously (in the years 1993 - 2005) the government 
strongly decreased the legal protection of tenants (abolishing 
the tenants right to decide who will be allowed to live with 
him/her in the hired flat, adding a number of reasons for 
evictions, de facto abolishing heritability of contracts etc.). 
In 2005 the Slovak authorities adopted deregulation of rents, 
a new law that should have entered into force on 1st July 
2007. If this law enters into force as originally planned there 
will not be any sitting tenants in Slovakia any more, only 
homeless people and many of them would not survive. In 
2006 after the parliamentary elections a new government was 
created which abolished the planned deregulation but this 
measure has been only a temporary one.  
  
Status of sitting tenants  
 
Sitting tenants became a group of people living for more than 
15 years under existential threat (living in uncertainty, under 
permanent threat of the landlords etc,). These people became 
outsiders in the society (being without own home in an artifi-
cially created environment of society composed of home 
owners). A sitting tenant can not decide about renewal of his/
her home, buying a new TV Antenna etc. For all this he or 
she needs the permission of the the landlord, which he or she 
cannot expect since house owners want to get rid of sitting 
tenants. In other words, sitting tenants have been put in an 
unjust social position suffering discrimination and social 
exclusion  
  
So far, out of eight seven Slovak governments were reluctant 
to even speak of the problem. The general view of the pro-
blem of denationalized flats was limited only to the problem 
owners suffered from the limitation of rents and the human 
rights of the owners have been highlighted for many 
years.  Sitting tenants have been marked as an "omissible 
minority" and this problem should have been solved by the 
municipalities (that all declared that they were not responsi-
ble for the problem and they would never solve it).  
  
The previous government showed a bit more interest to the 
topic and elaborated a general concept of possible future 
solution. This concept, however, is very general and elabora-
ted on the base of social assistance to a certain group of sit-
ting tenants fulfilling strong social criteria. After the parlia-
mentary elections on 12 June a new – right wing - govern-
ment came to power. So far nobody from the establishment 
expressed any view on the problem of sitting tenants so we  
 

Across Europe 
Sitting tenants in Slovakia 
 
 
 
Kristián Straka, President 
Civil association Právo na bývanie, Bratislava 
Housing Rights Watch correspondent 
 
Historic background 
 
Until 1989 the housing policy in Czechoslovakia was based 
on publicly owned flats (flats in the ownership of the state or 
state funded cooperatives). Citizens were authoritatively as-
signed to rental flats based on administrative decisions. Al-
most nobody could choose his or her flat. People simply had 
been designated flats they had to move in. There was almost 
no flats (with a very few exemptions) in private ownership. 
Instead, tenants in publicly owned flats had extensive rights, 
e.g. rents were regulated and kept on low level, contracts 
were inheritable, a tenant could relatively freely decide on 
taking other persons as co tenants into the hired flat etc. Af-
ter 1989, the situation has changed. Within a large scale hou-
sing reform the vast majority of publicly owned flats were 
privatized at artificially favorable conditions by their actual 
tenants. The exemptions were people who in the past had 
been assigned into houses that have been denationalized after 
1990 (tenants living in denationalized houses – sitting te-
nants). So the problem of thousands of people begun and 20 
years after the democratic changes has not been solved.    
 
Housing reform 
 
The sitting tenants’ problem in Slovakia started in 1990/1991 
when the first acts on restitution of property were adopted. 
The restitution of property was one of the top political priori-
ties after the breakdown of communism. Although the offi-
cial institutions did know that in the case of the restitution of 
apartment building by simply turning back of the property 
may cause problem, nobody paid attention to the tenants who 
remained in the denationalized flats. In order to get rid of the 
problem a temporary solution was decided to keep regulated 
rent for an unspecified period in the restituted houses.   
  
In the next years (1993 - 2000) the whole housing system in 
Slovakia has been transformed. Almost all flats which were 
in previous times in public ownership were sold to the actual 
inhabitants at symbolical prices (from 500 - 2000 EURO, 
most of the flats could be purchased at 1000 EURO). Thus 
all Slovak citizens became on the basis of an administrative 
decision home owners (people living in houses mostly in 
rural settlements  were owners anyway, construction of indi-
vidual houses was directly subsidized by the state with high 
financial subsidies, free estates given by the state etc.). At  
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have to wait if there will be a political will to find a fair 
solution. 
  
The General position of the official authorities on the pro-
blem is that it is mainly a social problem of a few elderly 
people that could get a substitute in a form of social hou-
sing. According to the majority of official representatives 
other sitting tenants did have enough time to solve their 
housing problem by themselves.  
  
The position of Právo na bývanie (Right to Housing) is 
that this is mainly a problem of discrimination and social 
exclusion caused by the state. It was the state who 
nationalized apartment building many years ago. It was the 
state who manipulated with nationalized property as it was 
its ownership. Tenants in previous times did not have the 
choice to select their housing they were assigned to a 
certain flat under the principle of take it or leave it. Sitting 
tenants made in previous times their contracts under same 
conditions as their fellow citizens and in good faith. It was 
again the state that by adopting a housing reform based on 
private ownership only (rental housing does not exist in 
Slovakia in reality) brought people without home 
ownership to a position of an asocial outsider. In other 
words, it was the state that messed it up and it should be 
the state that solves the problem. This problem concerns 
not only elderly tenants with lowest incomes but all sitting 
tenants who have been deprived of their chance to muster 
up their homes under the same conditions as other citizens.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
  
Our association finds negotiations with the government on 
a generally acceptable solution as the best way forward. So 
far, however, no government showed a real interest to 
solve the injustice caused by the restitutions at the early 
1990s. In such case, we foresee a way in  
"internationalization" of the problem (pressure from res-
pected international subjects or claiming at international 
courts). In fact, the tactics of all governments so far  has 
been to "narcotize" the problem in some way - real solu-
tions (which certainly will cost money) were less in the 
interest of the official authorities (with a few exemptions 
but this was not enough). 
  
FEANTSA gained respect with its collective complaint 
launched against Slovenia, even if a resolution by the 
Committee of Ministers has not yet been adopted. We are 
convinced that cooperation of our association with interna-
tional partners will have a positive impact on the thinking 
of official authorities on the problem. The ambition of the 
conference to be held on 10 September in Bratislava is to 
draw the attention to the problem and to show that there  
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are respected international organisations interested in the 
problem. The reaction of the government to the Slovenian 
case but there is a that it is relevant only for Slovenia 
mainly because Slovakia did not ratify Article 31 of the 
Revised Social Charter and the additional protocol provi-
ding for a system of collective complaints. To say to the 
authorities that there could be also other legal means that 
could be used in favor of the tenants will be in my opinion 
very useful to come further in finding solutions for the 
sitting problem in Slovakia. Slovak tenants are in a diffi-
cult situation and, if necessary, we are prepared also for 
submitting claims at the international judicial institutions.  
  
Finally Slovakia like Slovenia could be also a good exam-
ple for other countries. I am convinced that if one or two 
countries find an acceptable solution, governments in other 
CEE countries will not be in the position to ignore the pro-
blem, in particular, if internationalized organisations will 
be involved. 
 
 
 
 
Public Housing Service in Spain? 
 
 
Juli Ponce Solé 
Head Professor of Administrative Law. Vice-Dean. Fa-
culty of Law. University of Barcelona 
 
Guillem Fernandez Evangelista 
ProHabitatge Association.  Autonomous University of 
Barcelona.  
Correspondent of Housing Rights Watch 
 
 
The view of housing as a public service, halfway between 
an economic or territorial service and a social or personal 
service, which should include both monetary benefits (aid 
to developers and house buyers and tenants) and services 
(shelters and centers, sheltered accommodation, public 
housing), seems to be gaining ground in Spain.(1) 
In Spain, while no law specifically qualifies housing as a 
public service, although the idea can be found in Article 50 
of the Spanish Constitution, in relation to the elderly. 
 
“The public powers will guarantee, by means of adequate 
and regularly updated pensions, the economic sufficiency 
of citizens during their senior years. In addition, and inde-
pendent from family obligations, they will promote their 
well-being through a system of social services that will 
tackle their specific problems in the areas of health, hou-
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sing culture and leisure.” 
 
Moreover, according to according to Article 25.1 of the Law 
Setting the Main Guidelines for Local Governing Regulations 
(Ley de Bases de Régimen Local or LBRL), housing can be 
viewed as a public service in its broadest sense: 
 
“The municipality, to manage its interests and within the scope 
of its competencies, can promote all manner of activities and 
provide any public services that contribute to satisfying the 
needs and aspirations of the neighborhood community.” 
 
It is, however, not a compulsory minimum service as establis-
hed under Article 26 of the LBRL like street lighting, drinking 
water supply, or for municipalities with a population of over 
20,000 inhabitants, civil protection. Therefore, it is not possible 
to apply to this area the provisions of Article 18 g of the LBRL 
referring to the inhabitants’ right to demand to establish and 
provide such services. 
 
This apparent “oversight” by legislation is consistent with a 
vision of housing as an activity that pertains primarily the pri-
vate market, where public authorities have historically mainly 
intervened to perform an administrative activity consisting of 
limiting rights (for instance, the certificate of habitability) and 
encouraging certain economic activities or personal situations, 
and very seldom (generally in situations of social emergency, 
as was the case of internal migratory movements in Spain in 
the latter half of last century) taking charge of providing ac-
commodation services. 
 
With the approval of the Spanish Constitution and the provi-
sion regarding the right to housing, there is no doubt that the 
public powers are subject to legal obligations in this respect, 
which can be viewed as inherent to the public service in the 
sense that a mere activity of policing or encouraging the private 
sector is not enough. The Administration must take a step for-
ward and guarantee (directly or indirectly) the existence of 
affordable housing that is both sufficient and not territorially  
segregated.(2) 
 
Article 4.1 of the Catalan Law 18/2007, dated 28 December, 
contains a transcendental change of paradigm in the sphere of 
public housing policy in Catalonia, and as a reference for Spain 
as a whole, when it notes that: 
 
"The set of activities linked to the supply of housing destined to 
social policy is configured as a service of general interest to 
ensure decent and adequate housing for all the citizens" 

 
The formal declaration of public housing as a service of general 
interest (following the European Union’s own terminology) in-
volves a true “publification”, which considers public activity in 
the area of affordable housing as a true public service, obviou-
sly, devoid of public monopoly. In contrast to the occasional and 
subsidiary public activity (with regard to private initiative) the 
Right to Housing Law in Catalonia seeks to set up the 
“publification” of public activity, always without becoming a 
monopoly, which, in the EU, constitutional and statutory legal 
framework in effect, will effectively guarantee the constitutional 
and statutory right to decent and adequate housing. Although, it 
is important to note that we cannot yet analyze its specific legal 
consequences in detail. 
 
Obviously, the consideration of social housing as a service of 
general interest has important conceptual and political conse-
quences. More importantly for us, it also has technical-legal 
consequences. In addition to helping bridge the gap between 
public activity regarding affordable housing and other sectors 
where this activity is more developed and being able to apply 
tested solutions and techniques, it also means better understan-
ding of the role of the private sector in the supply of affordable 
housing. It even means to operate with categories like that of 
public service obligations, which could complete the framework 
already offered by the social function of property in the area of 
providing land for protected housing, for instance. 
 
 
New Developments at the Autonomous Region Level 
 
 
This growing awareness of housing as a public or general-
interest service also leads the various legislative bodies at the 
Autonomous Region level to provide for land for the construc-
tion of public housing as part of an institutional system. Thus, 
Article 34 of Catalan Legislative Decree 1/2005, dated 26 July,  
establishes the possibility that town planning may provide land 
reserved for public institutional housing aimed at meeting the 
temporary needs of groups of persons who require assistance 
and have emancipation-related needs. The latest Catalan deve-
lopment in this area is found in various precepts of the Right to 
Housing Law 18/2007, dated 28 December, especially Article 
18, which establishes public institutional housing as the public-
domain infrastructure that should accompany one of the public 
service provisions relating to housing indicated in Article 4. 
 
Along the same lines, in Navarre, Article 53.7 of Regional Law 
35/2002 on Land Use and Town Planning refers to the compul-
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sory setting aside of land for public housing as a supramunici-
pal endowment. Basque Law 2/2006, dated 30 June, on land 
and town planning, goes even farther and creates a compulsory 
minimum service for municipalities with 20,000 or more inha-
bitants, which are required to zone land in their plans for 
“rotational accommodation” beyond a benchmark set by the 
law itself. 
 
Galician Law 6/2008, dated 19 June, on Urgent Housing and 
Land Measures, which modifies Law 9/2002, follows the same 
line. As an “important novelty” according to its Preamble, the 
law introduces a regional network of institutional land reserved 
for public housing that completes the land reserves for protec-
ted housing in order to meet the housing needs of certain sec-
tors of the population that do not even have the resources to 
gain access to ownership of protected housing”. Article 47, 
section 10 of this Law provides for the compulsory reserve of 
land in town planning in sectors of zoned land for residential 
use (predominant or not) in order to build publicly developed 
and owned housing. A specific study in the plan of the habita-
tional needs of the population is required to set the specific 
buildable area.(3) 
 
Catalan law, unlike other laws at the Autonomous Region le-
vel, does not require a compulsory land reserve benchmark for 
VDP (acronym for Vivienda Dotacional Pública, which tran-
slates as Institutional Public Housing), and ,instead, refers to 
the temporary requirements and needs expressed by the town 
planning social report (Article 18.1). However, the absence of a 
benchmark does not mean that the Catalan law does not require 
the existence of VDP. Careful reading of Article 18.1 of the 
law reveals that the law does indeed require its existence, and 
only when the report expressly justifies the absence of needs to 
be served by VDP may the municipality refrain from making 
reserves in town planning for such purposes. It can easily be  
 
deduced that what has just been noted is very different from 
stating that such reserves are not compulsory: they are, al-
though the law does not quantify them, and allows for the pos-
sible exception that the report shows an absence of this need. 
Logically, moreover, the omission of reserves when they are 
actually needed (because the social report explicitly states it or 
says nothing against it) may be legally controlled as a violation 
of Article 18.1 of the Catalan law. 
 
In our opinion, there is a lack of awareness of the paradigm 
shift rendered by the Catalan Right to Housing Law 18/2007 
when it declares housing to be a public service, as it creates 
figures that are still incomprehensible for many (including a 

large number of town planners) like that of the Institutional Pu-
blic Housing, based on the idea of housing as a fixed asset rather 
than an investment asset, and where what matters is not the ow-
nership of the infrastructure that serves to provide the benefit, 
which must always and in all cases be a public-domain asset, but 
rather the accommodation service being provided. 
 
 
(1)on housing as a public service, see for example the general 
reflections in (VAQUER M, La acción social, Tirant Lo Blanch-
IDP, 2002: 114, 174, 180) and more specific reflections in 
(PAREJA, M & PONCE, J & GARCÍA, L (2004): Urbanisme i 
habitatge com a eines de desenvolupament sostenible, Fundació 
Carles Pi i Sunyer, Barcelona, 2004: 118) 

 
(2) Professor Bassols Coma adopted this view many years ago 
when he pointed out that: “the social orientation imposed by 
Article 47 of the Constitution regarding the enjoyment of hou-
sing transforms this sector into a true public service, which, al-
though not provided under a monopolistic system, attributes the 
power to arrange and intervene in the entire sector involving the 
production and use of housing to the public powers” (BASSOLS, 
M. (1983): Consideraciones sobre el Derecho a la vivienda en la 
Constitución española de 1978, RDU, Madrid, 85) 
 
(3) The preamble of the Galician law attributes to housing legi-
slation the task of specifying the use and enjoyment of the hou-
sing built on such land, in all cases based on its consideration as 
public. 
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Practical guide to address registration 
 
For people without the permanent residence, address registra-
tion is the key step towards accessing rights and benefits such 
as basic social minimum, the right to health, the right to vote 
and access to social housing.  FNARS, the French national 
federation of associations of home and reintegration and 
UNCCAS, French centers of community or inter-community 
social action published a practical guide integrating all the 
specific rules regarding address registration available for prac-
titioners for the benefit of users. The practical guide in French 
is available here. 
 
FRA annual report 2010: Ethnic discrimination in housing 
 
The EU Fundamental Rights Agency published its annual 
report which covers the fundamental rights situation in the 
member states of the EU during 2009. The report highlights 
that Roma and Travelers are the most consistently disadvanta-
ged in accessing private and social housing. It draws attention 
to the continuing marginalisation and ethnic discrimination 
Roma people face in the area of housing. The report is availa-
ble here.  
 
Queens University Budget Analysis Project Budgeting for 
Social Housing in Northern Ireland: A Human Rights 
Analysis 
 
Budget plays central role in the realization of human rights. 
The way it is shaped and spent affects the enjoyment of hu-
man rights. The evaluation of budgetary allocations and of the 
actual expenditure of allocated resources is a key element of 
efforts to assess States’ compliance with their obligations un-
der international law. The Queens University School of Law 
report examines the government spending in Northern Ireland 
on social housing and finds that insufficient funding for new 
social housing amounts to the violation of the right to ade-
quate housing. The report is available here. 
 
Eviction and homelessness in Brussels Capital Region – A 
cross-cutting juridical approach 
 
This comprehensive report is published on the basis of the 
research conducted by Housing Rights Watch correspondent 
Nicolas Bernard and Laurent Lemaire by the Brussels Capital 
Region Health and Social Observatory. The first part of the 
report examines evictions and relocation in order to identify 
potential legal solutions. The second part analyses the existing 
legal possibilities available for a homeless person to recover 
housing. The third part of the report looks at the structural 
causes that can lead to homelessness. To tackle these issues, 
the report describes various “indirect structural aid” such as 
rent subsidy, lower rent guarantee, increased housing supply, 

improved access to justice and rental mediation. The report in 
French is available here.  
 
Factsheet and FAQ on expulsion of EEA nationals 
 
The AIRE Centre (Advice on Individual Rights in Europe), 
the Immigration Law Practitioners Association (ILPA) and 
Migrants Rights Network (MRN) have prepared a factsheet in 
response to a recent pilot scheme the UK Border Agency have 
launched attempting to remove homeless EEA nationals on 
the basis that they are not exercising residence rights in the 
UK. The factsheet explains the rights of those homeless EEA 
nationals facing expulsions. The factsheet is available here. 
 
Report of the national symposium on the judicially enfor-
ceable right to housing in France 
 
The conference was organised in Lyon on 1st December 2009 
by Jurislogement. Jurislogement is the association of legal 
professionals working in the area of housing rights in France. 
The full report with the interventions of all speakers in French 
is available here. 
 
A new discussion forum dedicated to housing rights opened in 
the  fo l lowing  address :  l e logement -dro i t -de -
lhomme@googlegroups.com The group brings together rele-
vant experts and stakeholders to share information and kno-
wledge on housing rights. You can register by sending an e-
mail to the following address: jurislogement@gmail.com 
 
Juli Ponce: Housing discrimination and minorities in Eu-
ropean cities: the Catalan Right to Housing Act 2007  
In: International Journal of Law in the Built Environment, 
Vol. 2, Nº 2 2010 pp. 138 – 156 
 
The paper by Juli Ponce, professor at the University of Barce-
lona shows how EU anti-discrimination directives, the Racial 
Equality Directive in particular, can be transposed into hou-
sing using the example of the Catalan Right to Housing Act. 
The Catalan law, which includes direct and indirect discrimi-
nation, harassment and positive action, is one of the most ad-
vanced legislation in Europe on housing discrimination. 
 
Nicolas Bernard: Repairing the deprivation of property 
(arising under the Communist era) without creating 
others 
The paper by Nicolas Bernard, professor at the Facultés Uni-
versitaires des Saint Louis examines the decision of the Euro-
pean Social Rights Committee in response to the collective 
complaint submitted by FEANTSA. The article looks at the 
delicate issue of balancing of rights and interest and refers to 
the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights. 
The full paper in French is available here. 

Resources 

http://www.unccas.org/publications/docs/guide-domiciliation.pdf�
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/AR_2010-conf-edition_en.pdf�
http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofLaw/Research/HumanRightsCentre/ResearchProjects/BudgetAnalysis/Documents/filestore/Filetoupload,198690,en.pdf�
http://www.observatbru.be/documents/graphics/rapports-externes/expulsions-de-logement-et-sans-abrisme-en-region-de-bruxelles-capitale.pdf�
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/�
http://www.jurislogement.org/attachments/112_Colloque%20DALO%20ActesVD.pdf�
mailto:lelogement-droit-de-lhomme@googlegroups.com�
mailto:lelogement-droit-de-lhomme@googlegroups.com�
mailto:lelogement-droit-de-lhomme@googlegroups.com�
mailto:lelogement-droit-de-lhomme@googlegroups.com�
mailto:jurislogement@gmail.com�
http://www.feantsa.org/code/en/theme.asp?ID=5�
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Collective Complaint (no. 49/2008) INTERIGHTS v Greece 
 
In response to the allegations brought by INTERIGHTS, the 
European Committee of Social Rights found Greece in viola-
tion of article 16 (the right of the family to social, legal and 
economic protection) of the Charter on the grounds that the 
different situation of Roma families is not sufficiently taken 
into account with the result that a significant number of Roma 
families continue to live in conditions that fail to meet mini-
mum standards. It also concluded that Greece violates article 
16 of the Charter on the grounds that Roma families continue 
to be forcibly evicted and the legal remedies generally availa-
ble are not sufficiently accessible to them. 
 
Universal Periodic Review recommendations on housing 
rights 
 
In the UPR process the Czech Republic was recommended to 
enact anti-discrimination legislation in the field of access to 
private and public housing. As a result of its review, Serbia was 
recommended to protect, inter alia, the rights of disabled per-
sons, including living conditions in residential and mental 
health institutions, and promote their social integration. In its 
recommendations Slovakia was called on to increase efforts to 
provide adequate social housing to members of the Roma mi-
nority living in substandard dwellings. 
 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as 
a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, 
and on the right to non-discrimination in this context, Ms.  

Raquel Rolnik  - Mission to Croatia - 4 to 13 July 2010 
 
UN Special Rapporteur on adequate housing, Raquel Rolnik 
urged the Croatian authorities to keep moving forward on 
housing rights issues in the context of the transition and post-
conflict recovery, and adopt clear policies to face present and 
future housing challenges. The Special Rapporteur also called 
on the Government to adopt comprehensive housing policies to 
be implemented without discrimination and addressed to 
vulnerable groups, particularly Roma communities. The Special 
Rapportuer raised the concerns of former occupancy tenancy 
rights holders (sitting tenants) and recommended the 
Government to define and unify tenure arrangements applicable 
to those with similar housing rights in the coutset, including the 
possibiliy to purchasing with favourable conditions houses in 
which they reside. Ms Rolnik will present a full report on her 
findings and recommendations at the September session of the 
UN Human Rights Council.  
 
Court of First Instance Judgement from Nantes (N° 
10/00813) 
 
In its Chamber Judgment, the Court granted two Roma families 
two month extension to leave the territory they are currently 
residing in the area of Bouguenais. The significance of the judg-
ment is that the vice president of the Court, Daniel Castagne 
denounced the failure of the State to tackle the extremely preca-
rious situation Roma communities. 
 
 

Sitting tenants conference in Bratislava on 10 September  
 
Housing Rights Watch correspondent Právo na bývanie (Right 
to Housing) is organising a conference on 10 September in 
Bratislava. With the participation of tenants associations from 
Central ad Eastern Europe the conference aims to look for 
ways to use international co-operation in finding solutions for 
the sitting tenants’ problem. Sitting tenants are tenants living 
in restituted (denationalized) flats who are treated differently 
from other tenants and whose rights have been undermined 
thus increasing their vulnerability to housing exclusion. For 
more details, please contact Kristián Straka  straka@posta.sk 
 
Pro bono conference in Paris on 18-19 November 

Events 

Recent Case Law 

The Public Interest Law Institute’s annual European Pro Bono 
Forum will take on 18-19 November in Paris.  With the partici-
pation of lawyers, NGO representatives and academics from 
throughout Europe and beyond, the Forum aims to provide an 
international perspective on pro bon practice in Europe. Regis-
tration is now open, please visit www.probonolawyer.eu for 
details. 
 
Meeting with local ombudsmen on Housing Rights Watch 
Housing Rights Watch correspondent, Prohabitatge will take 
part in a training session of 49 Catalan and Spanish Ombudmen 
on 18 November in Lleida  to establish co-operation in the fra-
mework of Housing Rights Watch in Spain. 

European Anti-discrimination Law Review 
 
The tenth edition of the review prepared by the European 
network of legal experts in the area of non-discrimination 
provides an overview of latest developments on the 
implementation of anti-discrimination law in the EU. The 
review is available here. 

Roma Rights 1, 2010: Implementation of Judgments 
 
This issue looks at the (non)implementation of the European 
Court of Human Rights judgments and other decisions. The 
article on Travellers  in the UK describes the failure of the 
implementation of the landmark Connors judgment and other 
housing cases. The issue is available here. 
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